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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
NSF grant awarded to water resources researcher 
The National Science Foundation has awarded 
a five-year grant of $519,400 to Grand Valley 
for support of a project under the direction of 
Xuefeng (Michael) Chu at the Robert B. Annis 
Water Resources Institute in Muskegon. 
Chu said the project centers around a funda-
mental question: Where does water go when 
it rains? 
"Today, we are sti ll searching for the answer," 
he said. "This study is an effort toward 
improving our understanding of the processes 
by developing new overland flow concepts 
and modeling methodologies. It also improves 
hydrology education at all levels by providing 
state-of-the-art interactive software." 
Chu, a research scientist and assistant profes-
sor of water resources, came to Grand Valley 
in 2002. 
He earned a bachelor's degree in water 
resources engineering from Outer Mongolia 
Agricultural University in 1994, a master 's 
degree in hydrogeology from China University 
of Geosciences in 1991, and a doctorate 
in hydrologic sciences from University of 
California-Davis in 2002. 
A WRI Director Al Steinman called the grant 
prestigious and said it "builds on the increas-
ing level of scholarship and external funding 
being generated by faculty throughout Grand 
Valley." 
"These types of 
grant awards also 
provide unique and 
exciting research 
opportunities for our 
undergraduate and 
graduate students," 
Steinman said. 
Chu's project is 
funded by NSF's 
Faculty Early Career 
Xuefeng (Michael) 
Chu 
Development Program. This is the second NSF 
grant awarded to AWRI faculty this year. 
···--------------------------
Powerful exhibit hopes to teach tolerance 
Grand Valley will be the first venue to host a 
powerful new traveling exhibit generated from 
Ferris State University's Jim Crow Museum of 
Racist Memorabilia. 
"Them: Images of Separation" explores 
the subjugation of women, poor whites, 
gays, Jewish Americans, Native Americans, 
Mexican Americans, African Americans, Asian 
Americans and others. It tackles some of the 
most contentious, cultural hot-button issues 
today. 
The exhibition runs from February 12-March 
21, in the Art Gallery in the Performing Arts 
Across Campus 
Nominations due for 
Venderbush student 
award 
Nominations for the Kenneth R. Venderbush 
Student Leadership Award are due in the Dean 
of Students Office, Student Services Building, 
room 202, by Friday, February 9. 
The award will be presented to a senior at the 
Awards Banquet on April 9. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Center. An opening recep-
tion in the gallery is set 
for 5-7 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 15. 
Also on February 15, a 
special exhibition lec-
ture wi ll be given by 
David Pilgrim, professor 
of social sciences and 
curator of the Jim Crow 
Museum. Pilgrim will 
talk from 4-5 p.m. in 
the Grand River Room, 
Kirkhof Center. The lee-
'Washee Man ' is 
part of the Them 
exhibit. 
ture is sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs , Housing and Residence Life and the 
Art Gallery. 
"The exhibition not only serves as a power-
ful reminder of America 's racist past, but 
also presents contemporary images of racial 
and ethnic stereotyping that might otherwise 
go unchallenged," said Pilgrim. ' 'I'm hoping 
'Them ' illustrates that discrimination and ste-
reotyping are not just black/white issues - it 's 
more pervasive than that." 
see 'Exhibit ' on page 4 
···--------------------------
Jelier receives community 
service-learning award 
Richard Jelier, associate professor of public 
and nonprofit administration, is the recipient of 
the 2006 Michigan Campus Compact Faculty/ 
Staff Community Service-Leaming Award. 
This is the highest award the MCC bestows on 
faculty and staff in the state. 
For the past 12 years, Jelier has guided stu-
dents through conducting several comprehen-
sive neighborhood analysis for community 
revitalization. He has published articles about 
service-learning and has been recognized as a 
Presidential Service Learning Scholar at Grand 
Valley. Jelier also directs an experiential learn-
ing course in Sydney, Australia. 
He wi ll be honored in Livonia, February 8. 
This is the 14th year for the award. 
Across Campus continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
Diversity town hall meeting 
sought advice on how to get his kids to open up more. 
His question drew familiar nods around the room and a suggestion from 
William Washington, director of summer camps and conferences. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Jason Puscas, Student Senate vice 
president, and Nanette Reynolds, 
senior adviser to the president, 
were among the panelists at a 
Diversity Town Hall meeting on 
January 26. 
The meeting in Cook-DeWitt was 
sponsored by Student Senate and 
other organizations as a way to 
inform students about affirmative 
action and changes following the 
passage of Proposal 2. University 
Counsel Tom Butcher was also a 
panelist. 
"You have to 
keep asking 
questions 
and continue 
to make sure 
they know 
you want to 
be a part of 
their lives ," 
he said. 
Dads of young children find 
advice, support 
At a noon meeting, over pizza and soda, they discussed washing bras for 
their daughters and gathering up courage to deal with talks about sex and 
menstruation. 
What 
Daddies Do 
Best next 
meets March 
29, at noon, 
in Lake 
Ontario Hall. 
New par-
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Fr?": left to r(ght, Aaron Lowen, economics, Ray 
Wtlltams, athletics, and Tae-Wan Park, mathematics, 
create Valentine cards for their children during a What 
Daddies Do Best meeting. 
A support group for moms? Nope, dads. 
ticipants are 
welcome; questions can be directed to Sharalle Arnold at the Children 's 
Center, 895-4146, or Sue Sloop at Work Life Connections, xl8011. 
"What Daddies Do Best," sponsored by the Children's Center and Work 
Life Connections, is proving to be a popular support group. Geared 
toward faculty and staff members with young children at home, the group 
meets twice a semester. 
WGVU sweater drive successful 
More than 600 sweaters were donated during WGVU's Mister Rogers' 
Neighborhood Sweater Drive, which ended in late December. 
The group of 11 men may have children ranging from 1-12 years old but 
they found common ties. At a January 25 meeting, Jerry Montag, registrar, 
Sweaters went to charitable organizations in Grand Rapids, Holland, 
Allegan, Kalamazoo and Battle Creek. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, was 
a guest on WOOD-TV Channel S's "To The Point" 
political news program. 
Mark Hoffman, assistant professor of public and 
nonprofit administration, was interviewed by the 
Grand Rapids Press and WOOD-AM for stories 
about a study on the socioeconomic characteristics 
of West Michigan's Hispanic communities. 
Sketches 
Matt Cooper, research assistant at the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, gave a presentation, "Wetland 
Functions, Values, and Policy," at the Frederick 
Meijer Gardens. 
Frederick J. Antczak, dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, wrote an article, 
"Progress on Both Sides: Wayne C. Booth and the 
Pedagogy of Transformatory Engagement," pub-
lished in Pedagogy. 
Jeff Sykes, assistive technology coordinator for 
Disability Support Services, gave a presentation, 
"Scan and Read Systems for the Student Budget," at 
the Michigan Association of Higher Education and 
Disability conference. 
Jennifer Wolter, visiting assistant professor of 
Modern Languages and Literatures, wrote an arti-
cle, "The Cinematic Return to 'La Simple Vie de 
Gervaise Macquart," published in Excavatio. 
James Vaughn, adjunct professor of sociology, 
wrote an article, "The Culture of the Bohemian 
Grove: The Dramaturgy of Power," published in 
the Michigan Sociological Review. He also gave a 
presentation, "Power Structure Research: Current 
Developments and Reflections ," at the Michigan 
Sociological Association Annual Meeting in Mount 
Pleasant. 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
was a featured artist at the Athens International 
Animation Film Festival, Athens, Greece. An ani-
mation by Morse was also selected for screening 
in the "Invisible Hand Animation Extravaganza" 
show in Rhode Island. She was also the lead of 
the Arts Panel for the Jacob K. Javits Fellowship 
Competition, coordinated by the U.S . Department of 
Education in Washington, D.C. 
John Bender, associate professor of chemistry, 
wrote an article, "Synthesis, Structure, and Solvent-
Induced Charge Separation of Homoleptic Calcium-
Magnesium Hexamethyldisilazide," published in 
Organometallics. 
What's Ahead 
Passport Fair 
scheduled this week 
The Padnos International Center will hold a 
passport fair on Wednesday, February 7, from 
1-5 p.m. for students , faculty and staff members. 
Participants must bring the following docu-
ments: previous passport, birth certificate or 
naturalization certificate; proof of ID with 
photo; and checkbook. Two separate checks will 
be needed for passport processing, for a total of 
$97. Passport photos can be taken at the fair for 
$2 (cash only). 
The fair will be in Lake Ontario Hall, room 130. 
Questions can be directed to x13898. 
Night of desserts 
will benefit 
Women's Center programs 
Feel free to indulge - it's for a good cause! 
"Indulge in a Cause," a night to sample rich 
chocolate desserts from area chefs and partici-
pate in a silent auction, is a fund-raising event 
for Grand Valley's Women's Center. Proceeds 
from the night will benefit the center's pro-
grams and services. 
The event, the fourth annual fund-raiser for 
the center, is scheduled for Thursday, February 
8, from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Hager-Lubbers 
Exhibition Hall in the DeVos Center. 
Tickets are $30 per person ($5 for students). 
They are available at the door or in advance 
at the Women 's Center, in the Kirkhof Center, 
room 161. For more information, call xl2748 or 
send an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
'Arctic Journey' 
will inform, entertain 
Dance professionals from Grand Valley 
will share their love of the Canadian Arctic 
while celebrating West Michigan's kickoff to 
International Polar Year. 
"Arctic Journey" relates an Inuit story about a 
walrus hunting tragedy and includes Inuit Drum 
Dancing, Inuit Throat Singing and performances 
by dancers from the Grand Rapids area. The 
program on Friday and Saturday, February 9-10, 
at 7:30 p.m., is at the Spectrum Theater, 160 
Fountain NE. Tickets are $5 for seniors and stu-
dents and $10 for adults. Call Spectrum's box 
office at (616) 234-3946. 
The program was created and choreographed by 
Elizabeth and John Kilbourne, faculty members 
in the movement science department. 
College Goal Sunday 
offers financial advice 
College costs can be affordable. Students may 
qualify for thousands of dollars for a college or 
technical education without realizing it. Most 
families overestimate the cost of college and 
underestimate how much financial aid helps . 
The first step toward receiving financial aid 
is filling out the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid form, or FAFSA. Parents and stu-
dents will get free, expert help completing the 
FAFSA form on College Goal Sunday, February 
11, from 2-4 p.m, at the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus and locations around the state. 
College Goal Sunday is sponsored by the 
Michigan Student Financial Aid Association and 
Partnership for Leaming. Visit www.micolleg-
egoal.org for more information. 
Race to Detroit, win prizes 
The second virtual race, sponsored by the 
YMCA of Greater Grand Rapids and Grand 
Valley's Work Life Connections program, 
begins February 12 and runs for seven weeks. 
The grand prize is a trip to Detroit, tickets to a 
Tigers game, dinner and overnight hotel stay. 
Conference to focus on positive aspects of aging 
People over 40 can learn new things and they 
can perform some intellectual tasks better than 
younger people. 
Dr. Gene Cohen, author and nationally recog-
nized gerontology expert, 
will discuss how the 
brain and mental capac-
ity continues to grow 
throughout life at a con-
ference on aging spon-
sored by Grand Valley 's 
Gerontology Work 
Group and University 
Bookstore. 
The second Art and Gene Cohen 
Science of Aging conference at GVSU, with 
the theme "Creativity, Growth, and Social 
Transformation 20/20," is scheduled for 
February 16, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. in the 
DeVos Center. 
Sessions following Cohen's address will focus 
on the positive aspects of aging, said confer-
ence organizer Priscilla Kimboko, dean of · 
Graduate Studies and Grants Administration. 
"It's exciting to think about the positive mes-
sages of aging," Kimboko said. "It's not only 
how older people consider facts , but how they 
bring in other experiences to the decision-
making process." 
After his keynote address, Cohen will sign 
copies of his recent book, The Mature Mind: 
The Positive Power and Creative Potential of 
the Aging Brain. The University Bookstore 
will have copies of Cohen's books available 
for purchase at a 20 percent discount. 
The afternoon keynote address will be 
given by Paul McConaughy, co-chair of the 
Michigan Vital Aging Think Tank, a part-
nership of the MSU Extension, Michigan 
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Participants earn points through exercise. Those 
who complete the 175-mile route to Detroit are 
eligible for the top prize. All participants who 
pay the $10 entry fee and complete the trip will 
receive an exercise band workout kit. 
To enter, visit www.gvsu.edu/worklife and 
click on "Virtual Race 2007." Questions can 
be directed to Aaron Lehr, Human Resources 
health and wellness intern, at lehraa@gvsu.edu. 
Lecturer to examine 
modern slavery 
The president of the world's oldest human 
rights organization is speaking at the next 
"Remembering the 
Crossings" event. 
Kevin Bales, president 
of Free the Slaves, the 
U.S. sister organization of 
Anti-Slavery International, 
will speak on Monday, 
February 12, at l p.m. in 
the GVSU Cook-DeWitt 
Center. His lecture, 
"Disposable People: New 
Kevin Bales 
Slavery in the Global Economy," will draw 
from his 1999 book of the same title, which was 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize and has been 
translated into 10 languages. 
Bales, a professor of sociology at Roehampton 
University, in London, was a consultant to the 
United Nations Global Program on Trafficking 
of Human Beings. He has been a policy adviser 
to the U.S., British, Irish, Norwegian and 
Nepali governments and edited an "Anti-Human 
Trafficking Toolkit" for the United Nations. 
The World Affairs Council is also sponsor-
ing a lecture by Bales at 7 p.m. February 12 at 
Aquinas College. 
For more information and a complete listing of 
Remembering the Crossings events, visit www. 
gvsu.edu/abolition. 
state government agencies, AARP and other 
organizations. McConaughy will discuss 
"elder friendly communities" and how the 
Think Tank has developed a program to assist 
Michigan communities in achieving that sta-
tus. An elder friendly community emphasizes 
wellness aspects like walkability, transporta-
tion , and access to health care. 
Sessions throughout the day include talks on 
aging and creativity, adult daughter and moth-
er relationships, leisure and sport activities 
for older adults, and a statistical look at Kent 
County's seniors. GVSU students will also 
present poster sessions on their aging-related 
research. 
The conference is open to the public. Cost to 
attend is $15 ($10 for students and senior citi-
zens). For more details and to register for the 
conference online, visit www.gvsu.edu/gsga, 
click on "Gerontology Conference." 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Mon., Feb. 5 
8 a.m.-2 p.m.: Black History Month Event. 
African American Read-In. Grand Rapids 
Public Schools. Call x12177 for information. 
Tues., Feb. 6 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Building Effective Administrative Skills. 
215/216 KC. Call x12215 for information. 
Wed., Feb. 7 
9-11 a.m.: College of Interdisciplinary Studies 
Lecture. "Building Effective Relations and 
Organizations Across Difference." 204 KC. 
For more information, call x18655 . 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
1-5 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts 
Passport Fair. 130 LOH. For more informa-
tion, call x 13898. 
Thurs., Feb. 8 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room varies. Call 361-5227 ext. 31. 
5 p.m.: Women's Center sponsors "Indulge in a 
Cause." Hager-Lubbers Exhibition Hall, DEV. 
Call x12748 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Asian Pacific Heritage Event. Asian New 
Year Festival. 250 KC. Call x12177 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: The Art of Mathematics Lecture. 
"Fibonacci's Garden," by Matt Boelkins. 102 
HRY. Call x13431 for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 9 
3 p.m.: Asian Pacific Heritage Event. Lecture, 
"Ethnic Settlements in United States 
Counties," by Gang Xu. 204 KC. Call x 12177 
for more information. 
5:30 p.m. : President's Ball. DeVos Place. Call 
x12345 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents "Pirates of 
Penzance." LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more 
information. 
VENTS 
7:30 p.m. : "Arctic Journey" performance. 
Spectrum Theater, Grand Rapids. Call 234-
3946 for tickets. 
Sat., Feb. 10 
7:30 p.m. : Opera Theatre presents "Pirates of 
Penzance." LAT, PAC. 
7:30 p.m.: "Arctic Journey" performance. 
Spectrum Theater, Grand Rapids. 
Sun., Feb. 11 
2 p.m.: Opera Theatre presents "Pirates of 
Penzance." LAT, PAC. 
Sports 
Wed., Feb. 7 
6 and 8 p.m.: Women 's and Men's basketball 
hosts Northwood University. 
Fri., Feb. 9 
4 p.m. : Track and Field hosts GVSU Open. 
----------------------------•••----------------------------
Exhibit will run through March 
continued from page 1 
Pilgrim, who is also chief diversity officer at 
Ferris , founded the Jim Crow Museum by donat-
ing his personal lifetime collection of racist 
memorabilia. Today the collection contains more 
than 5,000 pieces. "The Jim Crow Museum was 
founded on the belief that open, honest, even 
painful discussions about race are necessary to 
avoid yesterday's mistakes," said Pilgrim. 
The museum 's first traveling exhibit, "Hateful 
Things," focused on images demeaning to 
African Americans. Bonnie Marshall saw it in 
2001 and said, "It made a very large impact." 
Marshall, who teaches Liberal Studies courses, 
began to use the exhibition's online tour in her 
"Diversity in the U.S ." class. 
She often wondered if it would be possible 
to bring the exhibit to Grand Valley. The idea 
began to take shape after meeting with Henry 
Matthews, director of galleries and collections. 
Oliver Wilson, dean of Multicultural Affairs, 
was also involved. Marshall said they, with rep-
resentatives from many key areas of the campus 
community, saw an opportunity to build on an 
important message. 
"Hateful Things" focused solely on African 
Americans, while "Them" was designed to 
incorporate many different groups of people. 
Both exhibitions promote understanding and 
healing through the examination of demeaning 
and stereotypical items from popular culture. 
"We use objects that are already out there, 
though many people may not understand or rec-
ognize that they are demeaning," Pilgrim said. 
"It creates fertile ground for discussion of his-
torical and contemporary messages." 
More than 30 items in the exhibit illustrate the 
blatant intolerance of groups such as the Ku 
Klux Klan and anti-Semitic factions as well as 
the less obvious slurs found in advertisements 
and on contemporary license plates or implied in 
school mascot characters. 
"Our goal, like that of the exhibition, is to 
use items of intolerance to teach tolerance," 
Matthews said. 
GVSU Art Gallery hours are Mondays-Fridays, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. , and Thursdays, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
All Grand Valley art exhibits, lectures and recep-
tions are free and open to the public. For more 
information call the Gallery at x12564 or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
For more information about the Jim Crow 
Museum of Racist Memorabilia, visit www.fer-
ris.edu/jimcrow. Images of exhibition items are 
also available at this site. 
